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cessary, to maintain the Road in safe running order, for

without this outlay, the operations of the Cmpany must

have necessariy been greatly embarrassed, if not entire-

le suspended ; as we could not have continued to run

our trains over it with regularity or even with safety.

—

Being satisfied that it was indispensably necessary to

the operations of the Company, if not to its very exis-

tence, that the Road should be preserved in good condi-

tion, your Board has applied to the purchase of New Iron

all the means at their disposal, not required for the ne-

cessary current expenses of the Company ; and bcinfj

further satisfied that it was false economy to continue the

use of the light bar, first laid on our Road, and that per-

manence and stability could only be hoped for, by adopt-

ing a heavy rail in its stead, they have not hesitated to

substitute the one for the other.

It is the opinion of the most eminent Engineers of our

country, that it is impossible for a Road to be profitable

with the light flat iron rail ; and the statistics of the Rail

Roads in our country, with but few exceptions, fully con-

firm this opinion. When we compare the expenso of Road

Repairs, and the expense of Locomotive, Coach and Car

jRepairs?, on roads using the light strap rail, with the like

expenses on those having a heavy rail, the truth of this

opinion is evident.

"We find the expenses of Road repairs where the heavy

rail is used, varying from $120 to ^300 per mile, per an-

num, on Northern Roads. But as the damage from frost

in winter on these Roads, has to be estimated, to arrivo

at a true comparison of the expenses incident to the dif-

ferent forms of rail, we will for the purpose of instituting

such comparison, take the Road from Branchville to Co-

lumbia in South Carolina—it being a Southern Road,

and not diff'ering to any great extent from our own, in the

amount of transportation.

By a reference to the report of the Board of Directors

of the South Carolina Rail Road Company for 1847, we

find that ''the maintenance of way on the Columbia Ron d

constructed on cross ties, with a T rail of 57 lbs. to th


